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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD MEETING of the Board of Trustees of the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, April 6, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the Frank J. 

DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York and via video 

conferencing. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina Picinich 

     Deputy Mayor Jean Farber 

     Trustee Peter Grunthal 

Trustee David Squirrell 

     Trustee Karen Schleimer 

 

 Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

Robert Wheeling, Village Treasurer 

 

  Absent:    

 

 

Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting and asked everyone to rise for the 

pledge of allegiance.   She asked everyone to please remain standing for a moment as we 

keep in our hearts and minds all those who are suffering from this horrific healthcare crisis.  

April 6, 2020 

7:00 pm Regular Meeting 

 

Public Hearing- Budget 2020 – 2021 - Call in# (914) 420-0383 

 

Mayor Picinich opened the Public Hearing for anyone to call in and/or participate 

using Facebook live to make comment at this time on the proposed budget for 2020-2021.  

 

UPDATES 

New York State Senator Peter Harckham 

   

Senator Harckham began by thanking the Board for allowing him to join them to give 

this update.  He continued to say that his heart goes out to all of those who have been 

impacted by this crisis; those who have lost a loved one and those who are struggling with 

the illness but also the dislocation of business.  His office is focusing on those needs 

currently.  His office number is (914) 241-4600 for anyone who might need assistance with 

their business applications and/or unemployment benefits.  He advised that the 

unemployment system had been overloaded and down for a while, but is now back up and 

running, and hoping to be able to process all the incoming claims.  He mentioned the 

different programs that are available to businesses through the U.S. Small Business 
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Administration (SBA).  Senator Harckham also mentioned that the Governor extended the 

Pause NY program until the end of April.  He asked that everyone take the proper 

precautions to ensure that everyone stays safe.  Senator Harckham continued to discuss the 

New York State budget that was just passed.   Some of the silver linings in the budget is 

that the education funding was held flat at the 2020 levels and we were also able to hold 

the extreme weather funding, Consolidated Local Street and Highway Improvement 

Program (CHIPS), and Aid and Incentives for Municipalities (AIM) funding at the 2020 level.   

 

New York State Assemblyman David Buchwald 

 

Assemblyman Buchwald began by thanking the Board for allowing him to join the 

meeting.   He continued by discussing the property tax issue that the State and County 

might be facing.  He ensured residents that State government is not closed; people are 

working with agencies to combat this.  Assemblyman Buchwald also mentioned another 

stimulus package that is being worked on currently.   He reassured residents that he and his 

office are working with the other representatives in the State to bring resources to the local 

municipalities.   Assemblyman Buchwald stated that his office is available to help anyone 

who might need it; call (914) 244-4450.  

 

Westchester County Legislator Kitley Covill 

 

  Legislator Covill began by saying that these are really important meetings.  She 

thanked the State representatives for their funding for the County.  She continued to say 

that they had been having some discussion in regards to landscaping and golf courses.  We 

have a final direction on that now.  Legislator Covill mentioned that everyone is very 

interested in County taxes stating that the County Executive proposed a law, and working in 

collaboration with the Legislators and towns that would be effected arrived at something 

workable for everyone involved.   The County has reduced the penalty for late fees for the 

County tax as they could not change the due date.  Legislator Covill continued to say the 

parks in the County continue to remain open with social distancing.  There also have been 

conversations about price gouging.  The answer they have received from Consumer 

Protection is that many wholesalers have raised their prices, making it more expensive for 

our retailers to purchase and in turn driving up the price.  Legislator Covill mentioned that 

there was going to be a County push looking for volunteers to assist with the applications 

and questions surrounding what people are eligible to receive.   She stated that there will be 

a Public Hearing for the County Tax legislation on April 14th, public comment for three (3) 

days, and then a special meeting to vote will be held on April 17, 2020.   

 

 

At the conclusion of the remarks by Senator Harckham, Assemblyman Buchwald, and 

Legislator Covill there had still not been any public comment or question on the budget from 

the public through either the call in phone number or through Facebook Live. 

 

A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber to 

close the public hearing, but keep it open for written comment for ten (10) days; all in 

favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Opposed 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
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Trustee Schleimer commented that she felt the public hearing should be kept open 

longer as we are using different avenues to hold these public hearings such as Zoom and 

Facebook Live and some residents are confused about the process.  It would afford people 

some more time to comment.  

 

1)     Communications: None 

 

2)     Petitions: None. 

 

3)     Board Committee and Commission Reports: None 

 
4)     Village Manager’s Reports:  

a. Bid Results - Contract #2020-3 Infrastructure 2020 

Mr. Brancati began by saying that there was a bid opening for infrastructure repairs 

last week and is happy to announce that the bids came in within what we hoped and 

consistent with budget.  He mentioned that the Board would be taking action on that later 

on in the meeting.  

b. Contract# 2020-2 Fox Senior Center - No Award 

Mr. Brancati stated that last month there was a bid opening for some upgrades to 

the Fox Senior Center.  After review of those bids and a discussion with the Board, there 

was a decision to make no award on that contract and to re-bid that project.  We have 

noticed it in the paper and we will have those results at the end of the month.   

c. Byram Lake 2019 Annual Report 

Mr. Brancati mentioned that the Village/ Town of Mount Kisco received their annual 

report from Chazen, who monitors Byram Lake and the reservoir for the Village.  The report 

is posted on the website and there are hard copies in Village Hall for review.  We also 

shared that information with the Byram Lake Committee and the Conservation Advisory 

Council boards for their review as well.  Highlights from the report include that the reservoir 

has been identified as generally stable and it is one category below of a completely pristine 

water body.   The data shows that the sodium levels have stabilized and remained level 

during the last few years.   

d. Tax Receiver Notice 

 The Village Manager made residents aware of the following message from the 

Receiver of Taxes:  
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5)     Board Reports:  

Deputy Mayor Farber began by saying now that we are all stuck in our homes it is the 

perfect time to reach out to our neighbors.   Here are a few safe ideas; call a neighbor and 

say hi; put a note in a mailbox letting them know you are thinking about them; reach out to 

near neighbors and suggest cocktails while maintaining responsible distance; keep an eye 

on those neighbors who are older or alone and make sure they have groceries and 

medicine.  Our frontline hospital workers are working tirelessly; sadly most of the staff 

doesn’t have time to grab a bite to eat.  If you would like to donate food to the staff, 

contact Ellen Meunter at emuenter@nothwell.edu.  Deputy Mayor Farber continued to urge 

people to take some time outside, nature is bursting with an early spring.  We are all in this 

together.  Please stay the course.   Deputy Mayor Farber ended by reading this quote, “We 

are surrounded by ordinary people who are giving themselves to serve others, the bus 

drivers, the delivery people, grocery store clerks, post office workers, line cooks, police 

officers, volunteer fire fighters, janitorial staff, teachers, childcare providers, utility 

maintenance workers, healthcare workers, nurses, and doctors.  Their dedication deserves 

our profound thanks.  It also proves the great strength of America remains where it always 

has been; in ordinary Americans, setting their shoulders to accomplish the task before 

them.”  Health and safety to all as we all get through this together.  

 

Trustee Schleimer began by noting that if anyone wanted to spearhead this, a 

neighboring community has launched an initiative, Neighbor helping Neighbor.  This is 

someone who is acting as a clearing house.  There are so many people who are alone and it 

mailto:emuenter@nothwell.edu
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would be a great thing to do for anyone who wants to volunteer.  She continued to say that 

for those who have lost their jobs and are in need, there is food available at the food pantry 

at the Methodist Church here in Mount Kisco.  No one should have to go without especially 

during this time.  Trustee Schleimer continued to say that she has been getting questions 

about mortgage payments and deferral.  The best information she has received was from 

Assemblyman Buchwald’s office and states that New York State has ordered State regulated 

mortgage lenders to provide a ninety (90) day penalty free grace period for people facing 

financial hardships due to the pandemic.  Not all mortgage lenders are State regulated.  

Please check with your lender.  The Federal government has announced that some 

government financial institutions will allow deferral of payments for up to one (1) year for 

those households that can demonstrate hardship due to the virus. 

    

Trustee Grunthal began by saying that he is in great appreciation of what is being 

done for us by Northern Westchester Hospital who are in a state of great preparation and to 

express his appreciation for what the healthcare providers are doing right now.  We need to 

continue to be highly appreciative of those who are in the trenches on our behalf and taking 

care of us.  

 

Trustee Squirrell began by reminding everyone to listen to the experts, the CDC, and 

obey the rules.  It’s not a political question, it’s a health question.  Protect yourself and 

others if you go out and it only takes once to make a mistake.  This will hopefully be over 

before we know it.  

 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that the Village has been providing a nightly update for 

about three (3) weeks now.  We have gathered all the information from the Governor and 

the County to try and provide a comprehensive update for everyone.  As of this evening’s 

reporting, there are eighty-nine (89) residents in the Village who have tested positive.  She 

felt it was important to note that there are far more people in the Village, across the 

County, across the State, and across the Country that are positive.  It is really only those at 

this point in time who are really exhibiting extensive symptoms that are being tested, so the 

reality is that we all need to act as though we ourselves potentially have it or that anyone 

that we come in contact with potentially has it.  To this extent, the CDC has advised that 

everyone should be wearing a mask whenever in public.  Mayor Picinich continued to say 

that there are a lot of thank you’s that she would like to extend.  To all the healthcare 

workers and to all the other essential workers.  She thanked all the employees here in the 

Village who have continued to provide service to the public while putting themselves at risk.  

She also wanted to thank all the people in the Village for abiding by the Governor’s 

executive orders.   Mayor Picinich ended by saying while you’re online and at home, you can 

view the photos from this year’s photo exhibition at kiscophoto.org.  It has wonderful 

pictures from local residents as well as other galleries from our Arts Council and Historical 

Society.   
 

6)     Old Business:  

 

a. Resolution to extend Letter of Intent with Gotham/Charter for a period of 

90 days.  

There was some discussion among the Board and the Village Attorney in regards to 

extending the Letter of Intent and some language within the document.  
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A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber 

to extend the letter of intent with Gotham/Charter for a period of ninety (90) days; all in 

favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Opposed 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

 

7)     New Business: 

a. Award Contract #2020-03 Infrastructure 2020  

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber 

to award Contract #2020-3 to Peter J. Landi, Inc. of Hawthorne, New York as recommended 

by the Village Engineer; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

b. Resolution Authorizing the Village Attorney to Address Service of Process 

Issues Regarding Tax Certiorari 

  A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Trustee Grunthal to 

authorize the Village Attorney to address service of process issues regarding tax certiorari; 

all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

 

 

8)     Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library, & Capital Project Funds 

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer 

to pay the bills as submitted on April 3, 2020 for the months of February and March 2020 as 

follows:  

 

General Fund    $ 206,422.67 

Water Fund     $ 519,125.29 
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Sewer Fund     $   19,969.05 

Library Fund    $   28,370.60 

Capital Fund     $   17,588.45 

Trust Fund     $   27,633.50 

   TOTAL   $ 819,109.56 

 

All in favor:  

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 
 

9)     Minutes:  

 
a. Work Session- 1.27.2020 

  A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee Grunthal to 

accept the minutes for the work session on January 27, 2020 as submitted; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

b. VB Minutes – 3.23.2020 

  A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee Grunthal 

to accept the minutes for the meeting on March 23, 2020 as amended; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

 

10)     Non-Local Business: – None. 

 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed the 

meeting at 8:45 pm.  

_________________________ 
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       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

/lh 


